Anmar al-Hashimi, “The Importance of the Spiritual Factor and Its Role in
Malek Bennabi’s Civilizational Project” Afkar Vol. 27 No. 1 (2025): 589-632

M Syl &jrﬁ.\ S 0y939 @5)\ J.AUJ\ LA
& o b
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPIRITUAL FACTOR

AND ITS ROLE IN MALEK BENNABI’S
CIVILIZATIONAL PROJECT

Anmar al-Hashimi
Department of Basic Islamic Sciences. Faculty of Islamic

Sciences. Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakif University. Istanbul.

Turkiye.
Email: DOI:

aammuhammed@fsm.edu.tr https://doi.org/10.22452/afkar.

vol27no1.15
Abstract
The Islamic thinker Malek Bennabi (1905-1973)
proposed a comprehensive civilizational project for
the Islamic Ummah, aiming to halt its decline, revive
its vitality, and elevate it from its setbacks, ultimately
paving the way for its renaissance and reestablishing
its position among advanced nations. A key pillar of
this project was the concept of the effective
civilizational individual, with Bennabi emphasising
education, self-reform, and moral development as
essential paths to cultivating such individuals. To
complete his vision, Bennabi underscored the
importance of the spiritual factor in both the genesis
and sustainability of civilisations, considering it a
foundational element alongside the intellectual factor.
He observed that the spiritual factor had unified the
desert Arabs and forged the cohesion of the Islamic
Ummah. In contrast, the decline of this spiritual
dimension was, in his view, a significant cause of the
Ummah’s stagnation and regression. However, despite
his strong emphasis on the spiritual factor within the
collective civilizational framework, Bennabi did not
devote equal attention to the spiritual development of
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the individual. Accordingly, this study seeks to
illuminate the role of the spiritual factor in Bennabi’s
civilizational thought, investigate the reasons for his
limited focus on the individual’s spiritual reformation,
and explore the foundational concepts and
methodologies for addressing this dimension.

Keywords: Islamic thought; Malek Bennabi; the
spiritual factor; Islamic civilisation; Islamic spiritual
work.

Khulasah
Pemikir Islam, Malek Bennabi (1905-1973), telah
mengemukakan sebuah projek peradaban yang
menyeluruh untuk umat Islam dengan tujuan untuk
menghentikan kemunduran, menghidupkan kembali
semangat mereka, dan mengangkat umat Islam
daripada kejatuhan, dengan matlamat akhir membina
semula kebangkitan dan mengembalikan kedudukan
mereka dalam kalangan bangsa-bangsa maju. Salah
satu tonggak utama dalam projek ini ialah konsep
individu peradaban yang berkesan, di mana Bennabi
menekankan pendidikan, pembaikan diri dan
pembangunan akhlak sebagai jalan utama dalam
membina individu sedemikian. Bagi melengkapi visi
peradabannya, Bennabi menekankan kepentingan
faktor  kerohanian dalam pembentukan dan
kelangsungan tamadun, yang beliau anggap sebagai
unsur asas di samping faktor intelektual. Beliau
melihat bahawa faktor kerohanian inilah yang telah
menyatukan bangsa Arab padang pasir dan
membentuk kesatuan umat Islam. Sebaliknya,
kemerosotan faktor kerohanian ini menurutnya
merupakan antara sebab utama kemunduran dan
kejatuhan umat. Namun begitu, walaupun Bennabi
memberi penekanan yang kuat terhadap faktor
kerohanian dalam kerangka peradaban kolektif, beliau
tidak memberikan perhatian yang setara terhadap
aspek kerohanian individu. Oleh itu, kajian ini
bertujuan untuk meneliti peranan faktor kerohanian
dalam gagasan peradaban Bennabi, menyelidik sebab
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mengapa beliau kurang memberi tumpuan terhadap

reformasi kerohanian individu, serta menelusuri asas
dan metodologi bagi pembaharuan aspek tersebut.

Kata kunci: Pemikiran Islam; Malek Bennabi; faktor
kerohanian; peradaban Islam; projek spiritual Islam.
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